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Thank you for your letter of May 13, 1917, relating 
to payments by U.8. corporations to foreign publio offi
aia18 and politioal parties. 

In your letter you expressed ooncern that the pro
posed anti-bribery legislation in both Houses of Congress 
would not cover fereiqn payRlents made with a "political" 
(as opposed to oommercial) motivation. Ae you know, both 
S. 305 and H.R. 3815 would prohibit payments to any for
eitn political party, official, or oandidate for foreign 
office, made to obtain a direct business or commercial 
benetit or to influence legislation or regulations of a 
foreign government. 

" Foreign payments made to secure a commercial benefit 
have been declared illegal in almost all of the countries 
in the world. As you pointed out, payments made to for-~ 
eign political-parties whioh are not tied to a specific 
business purpose are legal in many oountries where u.s. 
companies do bU8iuess. 

It would not be offensive to other nations for u.s. 
domestic law to proscribe foreign payments made to secure 
a commercial benefit, since this type of oonduot has been 
uniformly denounoed. By oontrast, outlawing payments 
made to foreign politioalpartie. for other purposes, 
presents prohl ... stemming from the extraterritorial appli
oation of u.s. law to conduot in toreiqn oountries Which 
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.·ev:e""enoouraqa. The a.dd! t.!on of a pro
vzr;wn,a::·p;t'.'1: Imuh payments to ourrant anf!i-bribery 

1IIIDI1:1.',£:I. thus create additional en'foroement ancl 
,tpl!'oblema wbioh may outweigh the benefits you 
. aob&.eve. 

Sincerely, 

w. MiohaeL Blumenthal 

The Honorable 
M10hael J. Harrin(}~n., Chatman 
Subcommittee on International Development 
Committee on International Relations 
Unlted States ROll •• of Representatives 
W.shlnqton, DC 20515 


